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any unpopular member in the tribune were dis-
graceful. When Victor Hugo attempted to speak,
bursts of laughter followed some striking remarks
which were not in accordance with the sentiments
of the Assembly; the taunts and marks of ridicule
lashed the speaker into a fury, and the more vehe-
ment his speech and gestures, the more his auditors
derided him. There were many men of great
ability in the Assembly who were esteemed by the
country at large, but general opinion was not in fa-
vour of the body, and its disorganisation was regarded
with much the same indifference as was the break-
ing up of the Rump Parliament by Oliver Crom-
well ; the announcement of its dissolution, therefore,
was favourably received. There had been so many
changes in the ministry, that people hardly knew
who filled the respective offices ; Leon Faucher was
almost the only one who enjoyed public confidence,
and even he was regarded by a large party with
suspicion, for they beheld in him only a warming-
pan for the advent to office of M. Thiers, who was
supposed to be ready to take advantage of any
change, and offer himself as candidate for the Presi-
dency of the Eepublic. Rumours widely circulated
that a coup d'etat was preparing on the part of the
Assembly, and many of its acts seemed to support
this idea: such as the attempt to place under the
authority of the Assembly a large military guard, and
the defiant and menacing language of General Chan-
gamier, then in command of the army. The appre-
hensions of the people were constantly aroused, and
conflicts were daily expected; foreign statesmen
looked with anxiety at what was passing, and the
alarm upon the Continent was increased by the ex-ur attending the appearance of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